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The site sits on Acre Road, Kingston at the junction with Gibbon Road. To the
immediate south-west of the site is Delft House, a three storey RBK apartment
block; to the south-east is a terrace of three storey houses; to the north-west
and north-east are two storey Victorian houses. Along the eastern boundary
the site abuts theWych Elm pub, with an extensive beer garden.

Themajority of the wider area is largely residential, mostly in the form of two
storey houses. But importantly there are some taller moremodern buildings
complimenting this mix, particularly on Acre Road. Moving south along Acre
Road from the site there are several non-residential buildings in the form of St
Luke’s Church of England Primary School, KingstonMosque and several light
industry uses.

Themost notable building in the surrounding area is the grade II listed Parish
Church of St. Luke’s.

Around the north-easterly perimeter of the site is a pedestrian public right of
way that connects Acre Road and Elm Road. This is a poorly lit alleyway,
heavily lined with trees and little over-looked, fostering a sense of being unsafe
at night for what is a well used footpath.

Murray House
Currently on site is Murray House, a three storey building with an extended
single storey ground floor. The building has a broken pitched roof on each long
length of the built form and threemono-pitched lift over-runs creating the
scale of a four storey building.

Originally built as an elderly care home, the ground floor has also recently been
used as a school. Today it is vacant and the surrounding landscape unkempt.
To secure the unused building a largemetal fence has been erected around
the perimeter of the site creating a harsh, unwelcoming street interface.

Aerial View of site

3.1 The Site

3.0 Site Context
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Benefits of 
development here

Previously a residential care home, Murray House was closed as the demand for care to be 
given in this way was reducing, and being replaced by a new model that allows people to 
stay at home and live independently for longer.

The site is owned by the council, and will be developed, retained and operated by us to 
create much needed new homes for Kingston residents.

This site presents an excellent opportunity for us to develop and maintain housing that 
meets the needs of older people, as well as those with learning disabilities. We want to 
create flexible and adaptable homes to allow residents to live independently and promote 
their health and well-being.

45 units for older 
people and those 

with learning 
disabilities 

Genuinely 
affordable new 

homes

A highly 
sustainable 

design

New private and 
public landscaping 
for local residents 

to use

©The Roayl Borough of Kingston Upon Thames 2024

Meeting specialist 
housing needs 
of vulnerable 

residents

Regenerating an 
existing, well-

located and vacant 
site

The existing Murray House site has been closed since 2018

Regenerating a vacant site for Kingston residents

ACRE ROAD
Delivering New Affordable Homes for Kingston

The council is focussed on creating a fairer Kingston. Part of this 
is working to meet the growing housing needs and aspirations of 
residents, from having the right mix of good quality housing and 
services through to providing support for those in need. 

Today you can:

Siddiqa Islam
Assistant Director of Major Projects

Max Daly
Project Lead

Meet the team

Meet the team and ask questions  
about the project 

See how your feedback has shaped  
the proposals

View the landscaping proposals and 
see the suggested building materials

Let us know your thoughts

That is why we are putting forward proposals to redevelop 
the former Murray House care home to provide genuinely 
affordable housing for Kingston’s older residents, and for those 
living with learning disabilities. 

Thank you to those who have already given their feedback  
as part of our ongoing engagement on the project. We have 
used that feedback to design our proposals further.

Olivia Smith
Project Architect

Visakha Sroy
Senior Landscape 

Architect

Dario Forte
Senior Architect
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ACRE ROAD: Responding to Your Feedback

What you told us

KEY: KEY:

How we have responded
The image below describes the new development as we presented it to the public in October 2023.  

Based on feedback from engagement events and online survey, we have developed the design in order 
to better address the concerns that were raised. The main feedback was:

We are still providing two blocks, one for people with learning disabilities and one for older people, 
which now also includes a row of bungalows to the rear of the site. Each will have its own communal 

courtyard for use by residents, with high quality landscaping. Between the two buildings will be a new, 
more direct, pedestrian mews to improve the pedestrian experience between Elm Road and Acre Road. 
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Retain greenery 
on Acre Road

Retain the character 
of the street
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about future residents

Trees Character New residents
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Blocks detailed to enhance 
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provided on board 7

New and varied 
planting on Acre Road

Trees Character New residents
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Parking allocated to 
off-street locations

Parking
Height reduced to 
the rear of the site

Massing
Windows arranged to 
prevent overlooking

Overlooking

Low-quality footpath 
absorbed into site

New landscaped 
pedestrian route

Reduce height 
and massing

Massing
Avoid increasing 
parking demand

Parking
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Overlooking
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ACRE ROAD
Look & feel of proposed homes

Designed to enhance the local character

The new homes will use a combination of white and brown 
brick, along with metal and glazed elements to create modern 
blocks that fit in with the surrounding Victorian houses. 

These high quality and robust materials will also be reflected in 
the landscape and public realm. The intention is to make sure 
that Acre Road will blend into the wider streetscape. 

A - Older People’s Block Acre Road Elevation

B -  Older People’s Block Residential Mews Elevation C -  Older People’s Block Bungalows Elevation

CD

E
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B
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Visualisation showing the new homes in the context Acre RoadD

A
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ACRE ROAD
Look & feel of proposed homes

Visualisation showing the proposed bungalows

Visualisation showing proposed new blocks and new pedestrian route E

F
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ACRE ROAD
Creating High-quality Homes

Ground Floor Plan
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ACRE ROAD

levittbernstein.co.uk

Notes

1. Do not scale this drawing.
2. All dimensions must be checked on site and any 
discrepancies verified with the architect.
3. Unless shown otherwise, all dimensions are to structural 
surfaces.
4. Drawing to be read with all other issued information. Any 
discrepancies to be brought to the attention of the 
architect.
5. This drawing is the copyright of Levitt Bernstein and 
may not be copied, altered or reproduced in any form, or 
passed to a third party without license or written consent.
6. This document is prepared for the sole use of 

and no liability to any other persons is accepted by Levitt 
Bernstein. Levitt Bernstein accepts no liability for use of 
this drawing by parties other than the party for whom it 
was prepared or for purposes other than those for which it 
was prepared.
7. Unless indicated otherwise, all Structural and MEPH 
information shown in this architectural drawing has been 
designed and modelled by the relevant consultants, who 
have complete design responsibility for those elements.

This is not a construction drawing, it is unsuitable for 
the purpose of construction and must on no account 
be used as such.
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Our proposals include high 
quality homes that will be 
larger than the national 
minimum standard. 

These homes will be accessed 
by external decks, allowing for 
good ventilation, daylight and 
views. 

Each home will have its own 
private outdoor space. 

Each block will also have a 
courtyard providing shared 
external amenity, comprised 
of high-quality hard and soft 
landscaping and new planting.

Our Proposals

Sprinkler
room



6

Acr
e R

oa
d

Gibbon Road

El
m

 R
oa

d

Wych Elm
Pub

Older 
People 
Block

Learning
Disabilities

Block

Communal 
Courtyard

Communal 
Courtyard

Old
er

 Pe
op

le
 B

un
ga

lo
w

s

Private communal 
courtyards for each 
building will be suitable 
to the general needs of 
the future users. The aim 
will be to create spaces 
that are beneficial to the 
well-being of residents 
and their visitors.

Parking bays broken up with trees Domestic landscape character Wayfinding elements

Defensible planting to homesIntegrated cycle parkingRain gardens
New pedestrian route

Existing pedestrian routes (retained)
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New trees

Informal play elements

Informal planting character Sense of community

Open terrace for gathering 
and leisure

Multi-functional spaces 
for events

New landscaping
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ACRE ROAD
Private & Public Landscaping

The landscape design will include public spaces and private 
communal areas for residents. Additional trees will be 
planted on site, with informal planting and seating areas to 
allow for residents to use the spaces as they wish. 

External green spaces will include new street trees and 
planting along Acre Road, for a leafy approach to the site 
entrance, with a new pedestrian route connecting Acre 
Road and Elm Road. 

Look and feel of public open spaces

Look and feel of private communal spaces
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New Homes designed to meet older people’s needs

What are Supported Living Services?

ACRE ROAD
New Homes & New Residents

Dual Aspect for 
natural ventilation, 
daylight and views

Generous 
storage

Dual Aspect for 
natural ventilation, 
daylight and views

Flexible plans to allow 
for better access and 

adaptation to suit needs

Direct access 
to communal 

courtyard

Typical older person’s flat Wheelchair adapted 
bungalow

What kind of 
individuals 

will be living 
here?

What kind 
of lettings 
policy will 
operate?

What kind 
of care staff 

will be on 
site?

i scan
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Supported living homes are designed 
to help people with a wide range 
of support needs to retain their 
independence. 

There will be service users with a 
range of needs being supported to 
live independently. These needs will 
relate to learning disabilities or physical 
disabilities.

People in supported living have their 
own tenancy and are responsible for 
their own bills and cost of living.

Housing for Older People:
Choice Based Lettings - Which are 
advertised and bid on by applicants.
Direct Offers - Made to individuals with 
special circumstances (e.g medical). 

Housing for people with learning disabilities:
Directly let to people - nominated by Adult 
Social Care or Children Services. 
Local lettings - prioritised for local 
applicants who meet specific criteria.
Sensitive lettings - are rare, but prioritised 
for vulnerable people who are at risk.

Support can vary from a few hours a 
week to round the clock care. Support 
may include: 

•	 Developing life skills, such as shopping, 
cooking and cleaning

•	 Help managing finances
•	 Support to attend adult education, 

work placements and other activities
•	 Advice and advocacy, if needed
•	 Help accessing community services

The goal is to help people lead as 
independent a life as possible.
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ACRE ROAD
Next Steps & Find Out More

Indicative Timeline

S U M M E R  2 02 4

M AY  2 02 4

A U T U M N  2 02 4 E A R LY  2 02 5 2 0  M O N T H S

J U N E  2 02 4

Submit 
planning 
application

Subject to 
planning 
decision

Public engagement #2

Demolition 
and enabling 
works

Earliest start 
on site

Estimated 
construction 
period

Showing how the feedback 
received has been used, and 
changes to the scheme

Committee decision

Prepare planning 
application

O C T O B E R  2 02 3

www.transformkingston.co.uk/acreroad

Get in touch 
by e-mail

transformkingston@kingston.gov.uk 020 8547 5000 
(please leave your details and someone 
will get back to you)

Get in touch 
by telephone

Find out more 
on our website

Scan the QR code 

to visit the website

Thank you for taking the time to read through this information - we hope you found it useful.
Please let us know what you think of our initial proposals, either at the event or online:

This timeline is indicative to show the key steps involved in the process and is subject to change. 
We will inform you of changes and update you with the latest information.

Feedback used to 
develop design 
further

Public engagement #1

We are 
here


