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project may lead to LSE it must be subject to an Appropriate Assessment to determine 
whether there will be adverse effects to any Habitats sites.  

1.1.6 Stage 1 (Screening), as presented within this report, represents the first step in the HRA 
process and comprises a desk-based review of relevant information, including biodiversity 
information and relevant HRA reporting (relating to other relevant plans and projects).  

1.1.7 This exercise identifies all relevant Habitats sites where LSE could occur and the 
information captured here will form the evidence base for this Stage 1 HRA (Screening) and 
part of any subsequent HRA stages (including if necessary, a Stage 2 Appropriate 
Assessment (AA) (see Methodology Section 2). 

1.2 Report Framework  
1.2.1 This HRA screening report has been produced as a part of the Integrated Impact 

Assessment (IIA) that incorporates the requirement of a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) for the Local Plan and associated plans.   

1.2.2 At a screening level, this report will ensure that all HRA-related considerations are fully 
integrated into the Local Plan documents as they develop.  

1.2.3 This report details: 

�ƒ the HRA process and methodology for assessment; 
�ƒ the relevant Habitats sites within the Zone of Influence (ZOI) for the Local Plan policies; 
�ƒ the challenges of the Local Plan policies and how these may impact upon relevant 

Habitats sites, and; 
�ƒ the screening of LSE (Stage 1) of the Local Plan policies. 

1.2.4 It should be noted that this HRA has been based solely upon the RBKT Local Plan  
and does not include a detailed analysis of any projects that may arise as a result of this 
Local Plan. 
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3 Methodology  

3.1.1 This report presents the findings of the Screening undertaken as part of Stage 1 of the HRA 
process to establish whether or not the likely impacts of the RBKT Local Plan could have 
LSE on Habitats sites. 

3.1.2 This document provides this information by undertaking the following steps: 

�ƒ determining whether the plan is directly connected with or necessary for the management 
of applicable Habitats sites;  

�ƒ describing the plan impacts that may have the potential for significant effects upon 
applicable Habitats sites; and 

�ƒ describing the potential pathways of impacts, both alone and in-combination with other 
plans and projects. 

3.1.3 The precautionary principle is applied at all stages of the HRA process. In relation to 
screening this means that projects and plans where effects are considered likely and those 
where uncertainty exists as to whether effects are likely to be significant must be subject to 
the second stage of the HRA process, AA.  

3.1.4 The first step of the review is to establish whether the RBKT Local Plan should be subject to 
HRA.  

3.1.5 Depending on the conclusion of this step, the assessment progresses to information 
gathering; in particular the identification of Habitats sites which will likely require 
consideration and on which background information is collated. This information includes 
the qualifying features of these sites, the conservation objectives and the sensitivities of 
those sites.  

3.1.6 As part of the information gathering stage, in the assessment of Local Plans consideration is 
generally given to the air quality sensitivities of these Habitats sites, specifically their 
qualifying features, to changes in both nitrogen oxide (NOX) and ammonia (NH3) 
concentrations and nitrogen (N) deposition and then consideration of these changes in 
relation to the Critical Level and relevant Critical Loads12. 

3.1.7 Critical Levels are used to estimate the exposure of sensitive vegetation and ecosystems to 
some important airborne pollutants, below which significant harmful effects are not expected 
to occur. They are not habitat specific, as with Critical Loads, but have been set to cover 

 

 

 

12 Critical Loads and Levels are metrics used for assessing the risk of air pollution impacts to sensitive 
vegetation and ecosystems.  
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broad vegetation types. These levels have been adopted by the European Union and the 
United Nations Economic Commissions for Europe (UNECE) and are used as regulatory 
standards and are expressed in units of µg/m3 (micrograms per cubic metre). 

3.1.8 In addition to the direct effect of pollutant concentrations in the air, vegetation can also be 
affected by the deposition of pollutants and particles onto both the ground and vegetation. 
Close to roads, N deposition can be of concern for sensitive ecological sites as it can result 
in a variety of adverse effects depending on the habitats present (e.g. interfering with 
photosynthesis, increasing acidification, altering species composition etc).  

3.1.9 The final element of the information gathering stage is to review the availability of relevant 
data sets and sources which will form the evidence base of the assessment of the Local 
Plan policies alone and in-combination with other relevant plans and projects. Information 
on sources of HRA guidance are given below and the legislative and policy background 
including the relevant CJEU rulings, are given in Appendix A. 
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5 Review of Habitats sites  

5.1.1 The following section provides a summary of the results of the review of Habitats sites data 
which will form the baseline for subsequent stages of HRA.  

5.2 Habitats sites  
5.2.1 It is necessary to consider all the Habitats sites that form part of the NSN (SACs, SPAs and 

proposed or candidate SPAs or SACs, expanded by the NPPF to include Ramsar sites) 
within a broad area or zone of influence (ZoI) of the Local Plan and the specific policies 
therein.  

5.2.2 The ZoI is defined by the potential effects arising from the project or plan and the available 
pathways for those effects to reach and impact the interest features of Habitats sites.  

5.2.3 In order to identify all strategic corridors where potential direct, indirect and in-combination 
effects could reasonably be considered possible, a ZoI buffer is set up around the primary 
activities, or in this case Policies, which are likely to affect the qualifying features of Habitats 
sites. 

5.2.4 RBKT has provided an indicative list of site allocations to meeting the housing needs of the 
Borough. These have been used as the primary basis on which to set up the ZoI and 
assume: 

�ƒ dispersal of development across the Borough as shown on supplied plans; and 
�ƒ delivery of 946 dwellings per annum13 around the RBKT site allocations.  

5.2.5 The ZoI are set up to reflect the potential impact or effects pathways of the Qualifying 
features of the Habitats sites. A ZoI of 10km has therefore been applied around the 
Borough boundary to identify all habitats sites in proximity, and then refined to within 10km 
of allocated sites identified within the Local Plan. The premise of this approach is that 10km 
represents the average trip length as noted in the National Transport Survey14 and as 
included in in the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) guidance for air quality15 
and is considered equally suitably precautionary to identify potential impacts from other 
pressures or threats to Habitats sites. 

 

 

 

13 This number is based on Policy KH1 which sets out a target of 9,640 homes between 2019/20 and 2028/29 
e.g a 10 year period. Detailed information was not available on the delivery year for each allocation and 
therefore, and even split across the 10 years was applied.  
14 As cited within the Air quality and emissions mitigation guidance for Sussex (2020) 
15 Chapman, C. and Kite, B. (2021). Guidance on Decision-Making Thresholds for Air Pollution.  
JNCC Report No.696 (Main Report), JNCC, Peterborough, ISSN 0963-8091 (Note: Plan-level limitation of use 
is set out in this document; advice on ZoI has been applied) 
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5.2.6 Three Habitats sites, as presented in Table 5-1, lie within this potential ZoI for the RBKT 
Local Plan, including one SPA and two SACs (see Figure 2 and Appendix B). One Ramsar 
site falls within these site designations, the South West London Waterbodies.  

5.2.7 Thames Basin Heaths SPA and Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC are located within 
10km of the RBKT boundary, but not within 10km of any of the proposed site allocations 
(see Figure 2). As such, they are screened out and not considered further within this HRA 
Screening exercise.  

5.2.8 The reasons for designation of the screened-in Habitats sites and their known vulnerabilities 
are given in Appendix B, which has been collated from the Natura 2000 standard data forms 
and the Natural England Site Improvement Plans. 

5.2.9 With regard to the qualifying features and information on vulnerability of the Habitats sites 
detailed in Appendix B, the broad conservation objectives for SACs and SPAs are to: 

Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that 
the site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying 
Features, by maintaining or restoring:  

�ƒ The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying 
species.  

�ƒ The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats.  
�ƒ The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species.  
�ƒ The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of 

qualifying species rely.  
�ƒ The populations of qualifying species; and  
�ƒ The distribution of qualifying species within the site. 

5.2.10 Specific conservation objectives for Ramsar sites are not currently available. 

5.2.11 The Habitats sites which fall within the identified ZoI or within 10km of the RBKT boundary 
are listed in Table 5-1. 

Table 5-1 �± Habitat sites falling within the 10km ZoI of RBKT boundary 

Habitats sites (SPA and Ramsar) Habitats sites (SAC) 

South West London Water Bodies SPA and 
Ramsar 

Richmond Park SAC 

Thames Basin Heaths SPA* 

 

Wimbledon Common SAC 

Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC* 

*Falls within 10km of the RBKT boundary rather than Allocations (see 5.2.7 above) and as such are screened out from 
further consideration.    
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5.2.12 The proposed site allocations and their distance in relation to each of the Habitats sites are 
given in Table 5-2.  
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Site ID Address Ward Area (ha) Distance of Habitats sites within 10km (km) Total no. 
Habitats 
sites 
within 
10km 

Quantum of units 
proposed  

Richmond 
Park SAC  

Wimbledon 
Common  

SAC 

Southwest 
London 
Waterbodies 
SPA 

Thames 
Basin 
Heaths SPA  

Mole Gap to 
Reigate 
Escarpment 
SPA 

Station, Fairfield 
North, Kingston  

SA10 Guildhall, High 
Street, Kingston 

Kingston Town 
Ward 

1.26 1.83 3.98 5.38 13.65 14.44 3 217 

SA11 The Malthouse and 
River Reach, 25-35 

High Street, 
Kingston 

Kingston Town 
Ward 

0.26 2.01 4.15 5.31 13.55 14.37 3 58 

SA12 Bittoms Car Park, 
The Bittoms, 

Kingston upon 
Thames 

Kingston Town 
Ward 

0.52 1.96 4.02 5.44 13.53 14.23 3 110 

SA13 Surrey County Hall, 
Milner Road, 

Kingston 

Kingston Town 
Ward 

2.35 2.05 4.07 5.39 13.39 14.05 3 169 

SA14 Thames Side 
Wharf, Water Lane, 

Kingston 

Kingston Town 
Ward 

0.28 1.64 3.90 5.42 13.98 14.91 3 78 

SA15 Hawks Road Clinic, 
Hawks Road, 

Kingston 

Norbiton Ward 0.32 1.22 2.98 6.50 14.51 14.84 3 50 

SA16 Taverner House 
and Telephone 

Exchange, 
Birkenhead 

Avenue, Kingston 

Norbiton Ward 1.23 0.86 2.88 6.42 14.67 15.15 3 285 

SA17 Station Approach, 
Norbiton 

Coombe Vale 
Ward 

0.71 0.91 2.38 7.07 15.12 15.10 3 100 

SA18 Cocks Crescent, 
New 

Malden/Hobkirk 
House / Noble 

Centre, Blagdon 
Road, New Malden  

New Malden 
Village Ward 

2.37/0.46 3.00 2.32 8.97 15.68 13.89 3 348 across BV02 
and BV03 
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Site ID Address Ward Area (ha) Distance of Habitats sites within 10km (km) Total no. 
Habitats 
sites 
within 
10km 

Quantum of units 
proposed  

Richmond 
Park SAC  

Wimbledon 
Common  

SAC 

Southwest 
London 
Waterbodies 
SPA 

Thames 
Basin 
Heaths SPA  

Mole Gap to 
Reigate 
Escarpment 
SPA 

SA19 Kingston Business 
Park, Fullers Way 

South, Chessington 

Hook & 
Chessington 
North Ward 

0.36 5.21 6.26 6.63 11.50 10.86 3 44 

SA20 Surbiton Station 
Car Park, Glenbuck 

Road, Surbiton 

Surbiton Hill 
Ward 

2.86 3.26 4.87 5.44 12.33 12.65 3 115 

SA21 John Lewis, Horse 
Fair, Kingston 

Kingston Town 
Ward 

1.31 1.63 3.88 5.36 13.89 14.81 3 Unknown 

SA22 Kingston University, 
Kingston Hill, RBKT 

Coombe Hill 
Ward 

15.71 0.12 0.43 8.21 17.06 16.95 3 Unknown 

SA23 2-4 Kingston Road 
and 2 Presburg 

Road, New Malden 

New Malden 
Village Ward 

0.27 3.09 2.61 8.84 15.50 13.75 3 Unknown 

SA24 Burlington Retail 
Park, Burlington 

Road, New Malden 

New Malden 
Village Ward 

1.24 3.39 2.53 9.43 15.96 13.76 3 Unknown 

SA25 Travis Perkins, 165 
King Charles Road, 

Tolworth 

Alexandra 0.39 4.04 4.86 6.97 12.80 12.02 3 Unknown 

SA26 Tolworth Station, 
Kingston Road, 

Surbiton 

King George's 
& Sunray Ward 

0.61 4.82 5.32 7.65 12.72 11.22 3 Unknown 
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5.3 Information relating potential effects on Habitats sites  
5.3.1 Table 5-3 overleaf summarises pressures and threats listed on the Site Improvement Plans (SIPs) for SPAs and SACs that will need to be 

considered during screening and appropriate assessment (if required) of the Local Plan. 
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7 HRA Stage 1 Screening of the Lo cal Plan Policies  

7.1.1 The pressures and threats set out in Table 5-3 have been reviewed for those likely to arise 
from the policies within the Local Plan and in particular the proposed delivery of dwellings 
within the Borough. Those considered relevant to this type and scale of development have 
been identified as: 

�ƒ air pollution: impact of atmospheric nitrogen deposition; and 
�ƒ public access/ disturbance/ recreational pressures.  

7.1.2 The pressures and threats set out in Table 5-3 which are considered at this early stage to 
be unlikely to arise from the policies as presented and the draft development allocations 
(except where this directly results secondarily from the pressures and threats included 
above) and are not considered further in this screening exercise, are: hydrological changes; 
habitat fragmentation; inappropriate management; invasive species; changes in species 
distribution; disease; fisheries: fish stocking; military; forestry and woodland management; 
natural changes to site conditions; under grazing; wildfire/ arson (as separate to public 
access/ disturbance).  

7.1.3 Further information relating to those pressures and threats identified as relevant to the 
RBKT Local Plan and the development allocation targets, including the Local Plan Preferred 
Options consultation with Natural England are also presented below. 

7.2 POTENTIAL AIR QUALITY EFFECTS  

7.2.1 Consideration has been given to the potential effect of changes in air quality within the 
identified Habitats sites, where they fall within the specified ZoI, with a particular focus on 
qualifying features, including: 

�ƒ changes in NOX and NH3 concentrations in relation to the Critical Levels for these 
pollutants; and 

�ƒ Changes in N deposition in relation to the relevant Critical Loads.  

CRITICAL LEVELS FOR NO X AND NH3 

7.2.2 The relevant Critical Levels for NOx and NH3 relating to the protection of vegetation and 
ecosystems are summarised in Table 7-1. 

Table 7-1 - Relevant NOx and NH3 Critical Levels for the Protection of Vegetation and Ecosystems 

Pollutant Concentration 
(µg/m3) 

Averaging 
Period 

Nitrogen oxides (NOx) 30 Annual Mean 

75 24-hours 
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arise including increased incidence of fire, disturbance to roosting, feeding and breeding 
birds, trampling and increased predation rates in heathland environments22.  

7.2.13 The Habitats sites identified in this screening include those designated for habitats, 
specifically heathland, those designated wetland bird species, and sites designated for 
invertebrate interest. The habitats or qualifying features of the Habitats sites are therefore 
vulnerable to additional pressures from public access or disturbance through different 
mechanisms. 

7.2.14 The location of the identified Habitats sites in South East England places them in a location 
of acute pressure from high population density and predicted growth, with the corresponding 
identified trend to visit these sites more23.  

CONSULTATION WITH NATURAL ENGLAND  

7.2.15 As part of the Sustainability Appraisal Draft Scoping Report for RBKT Local Plan, Natural 
England were consulted in October 2017. A response from Natural England received in 
October 2017 stated the following:  

�µ�1�D�W�X�U�D�O���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���'�U�D�I�W���6�F�R�S�L�Q�J���5�H�S�R�U�W���S�R�V�H�V���D�Q�\���O�L�N�H�O�\ risk or 
opportunity in relation to our statutory purpose, and so does not wish to comment on this 
�F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�� 

7.2.16 It is understood that no further consultation has taken place with Natural England with 
regard to the emerging Local Plan. As such it is considered that consultation will be 
undertaken following the submission of the HRA Screening document.    

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION ON PRESSURES AND THREATS 

7.2.17 The screening exercise has considered the high-level pressures and threats to each site 
associated with public access and disturbance based on published research and reports for 
individual sites and the effects of access generally on habitats and species.   

Table 7-2 - Discussion of Identified Pressures and Threats 

Pressure/threat Habitats sites 
concerned 

Discussion 

Air pollution: impact of 
atmospheric nitrogen 
deposition 

Wimbledon Common 
SAC  

All allocated sites fall within 10km of the Habitats 
site. Notably, the closest site is only 0.43km (as the 
crow flies) from Wimbledon Common SAC.   

 

 

 

22 Underhill-Day, 2005 A literature review of urban effects on lowland heaths and their wildlife English Nature 
Report 623 
23 Lake, S.; Liley, D.; Saunders, P. 2020 Recreation use of the New Forest SAC/SPA/Ramsar: Impacts of 
recreation and potential mitigation approaches. Unpublished report by Footprint Ecology 
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Pressure/threat Habitats sites 
concerned 

Discussion 

  The SIP states: 

Nitrogen deposition exceeds site relevant critical 
loads. Wimbledon Common is subject to high levels 
of atmospheric nitrogen oxide and ammonia 
deposition which is likely to be having deleterious 
effects on sensitive habitats, particularly the heath 
and mire vegetation. 

Data from Defra and APIS confirms the potential for 
exceedances of both the Critical Level and Critical 
Loads for NOX concentrations and N deposition, 
respectively. 

Similarly, there is the potential for Critical Levels for 
NH3 to be exceeded for both Northern Atlantic wet 
heaths and European dry heaths.  

Public access/ 
disturbance 

Wimbledon Common 
SAC 

All allocated sites within the Borough fall within 
10km of Wimbledon Common SAC. The closest 
allocated site is Kingston University which is 0.43km 
from Wimbledon Common SAC.  
 
Public access and disturbance are listed as a 
pressure on the designated site. The SIP states: 
�µ�+�L�J�K���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���F�D�X�V�H�V���G�D�P�D�J�H���W�R��
sensitive habitats, and results in adverse impacts 
such as compaction around the base of mature trees 
�D�Q�G���U�H�P�R�Y�D�O���R�I���I�D�O�O�H�Q���W�L�P�E�H�U�¶������  
 
The proposed measures in the SIP to address this 
is: 

- �µ�5�H�Y�L�H�Z���W�K�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���S�O�D�Q���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H��
�W�K�D�W���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���L�V���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�G�¶�����D�Q�G 

- �µ�,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���L�P�S�D�F�W�V��
arising from public access and use of the 
�V�L�W�H�¶��  

 
 

South West London 
Waterbodies 

All allocated sites fall within 10km of the SPA. The 
closest allocated site is The Malthouse and River 
Reach which falls within 5.31km of this Habitats site.  
 
Public access and disturbance are listed as both 
pressures and threats on the designated site and 
specifically the features of gadwall and shoveler. 
The Site Improvement Plan identifies that public 
access for recreation, including water-based 
activities on some waterbodies (the designated site 
is composed of a number of reservoirs, lakes and 
bodies of water) may disturb these species and/or 
reduce the habitat available to them. Measures to 
manage the recreational pressure on these sites, 
which are likely to be highly attractive to additional 
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Pressure/threat Habitats sites 
concerned 

Discussion 

nearby residents, have been put forwards including 
creating alternative recreation opportunities, but 
such measures will need to be able to effectively 
address the scale and pace of additional 
development in close proximity to the designated 
site waterbodies to avoid adverse effects.  

 

7.2.18 Table 7-3 sets out the findings of the Stage 1 screening exercise and identifies where the 
potential for LSE arises.  
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Policy  Heading Summary of Policy Relevant Habitats sites 
within refined ZOI24 

Screening of Likely Significant 
Effects (LSE) In-Combination Screened in / out? 

reducing water consumption with 
new residential developments 
achieving a maximum water use 
of 105 litres per person per day. 

KC6 Managing Heat Risk 

Policy KC6 requires new 
development to ensure buildings 
and spaces around them are 
designed to avoid overheating 
and excessive heat generation, 
consequently minimising impact 
and contribution to the urban 
heat island effect. To aid this, 
green infrastructure will be 
incorporated, including the use of 
trees to provide shade in the 
public realm. 

All Habitats Sites 

This is a positive policy by helping 
to reduce the urban heat island 
effect, therefore helping to address 
the climate emergency.   

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KC7 Minimising Greenhouse Emissions 

Policy KC7 requires all proposed 
development to demonstrate that 
the fullest contribution to 
minimising greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions has been made 
on site. All major development 
will also be required to calculate 
whole life-cycle carbon emissions 
in accordance with London Plan 
requirements through a nationally 
recognised Whole Life-Cycle 
Carbon Assessment and 
demonstrate actions taken to 
reduce life-cycle carbon 
emissions. 

All Habitats Sites 

This a positive policy which will 
help to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions therefore making 
positive steps to improve the 
environmental conditions within the 
Borough.   

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KC8 Energy Infrastructure 

Policy KC8 will help to reduce 
energy demand by requiring 
development to provide an 
Energy Strategy demonstrating 
how emissions savings have 
been maximised, and the aim for 
future development to be 
compatible with a decentralised 
energy network in accordance 
with any relevant energy 
masterplan and the District 
Heating Manual for London. 

All Habitats Sites 
This is a positive policy that will 
help to reduce energy demand 
from development.   

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KC9 
Ground Contamination and 
Hazardous Substances 

Policy KC9 requires all proposals 
with a risk of developing on 
contaminated land will need to 
identify all potential risks to 
receptors through a preliminary 
risk assessment, and where 

All Habitats Sites 
This is a positive policy that will 
help to protect waterbodies within 
the Borough from contamination.  

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  
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Policy  Heading Summary of Policy Relevant Habitats sites 
within refined ZOI24 

Screening of Likely Significant 
Effects (LSE) In-Combination Screened in / out? 

necessary an intrusive site 
investigation and quantitative risk 
assessment. 

KC10 
Sustainable Construction and 
Supporting the Circular Economy 

Policy KC10 requires all 
development to adopt a circular 
economy approach to building 
design and construction to 
reduce waste and use materials 
and products for as long as 
possible. 

All Habitats Sites 
This is a positive policy that will 
help to minimise embodied carbon 
and waste from development.  

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KC11 Waste and Recycling Management 

Policy KC11 which requires all 
new development to include 
sufficient accessible space for 
waste management (recyclables, 
biodegradable and residual 
waste) in line with the South 
London Waste Plan. 

All Habitats Sites 

This is a positive policy as it aims 
to make recycling as easy as 
possible therefore resulting in 
higher recycling rates within the 
Borough.  

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

Design and Heritage  

KD1 
Delivering High-quality Design 
*Strategic Policy* 

Policy KD1 aims to achieve the 
highest standard of design for all 
sites and developments across 
RBKT to ensure its distinctive 
heritage and local identity is 
maintained. Developments will 
need to respect and enhance 
visual, historical, environmental, 
social and functional qualities of 
buildings, spaces and places that 
positively contribute to local 
character and sense of place. 

All Habitats Sites 

A development management policy 
relating to conserving Heritage 
assets. There are no effects 
pathways present. 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KD2 
Design Considerations for 
Development 

Policy KD2 requires 
developments to facilitate good 
physical and mental health by 
delivering accessible and 
walkable neighbourhoods for all 
inclusively. This includes 
buildings and spaces that are 
accessible for all ages and 
disabilities, good ventilation in 
buildings, high standard of 
amenity, improvements to green 
and blue infrastructure, 
community spaces and events, 
and active travel provisions. 

All Habitats Sites 

This policy provides positive 
provision and is a key aspect of 
sustainable development. There 
are no effect pathways present.  

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KD3 Amenity  Policies KD3 and KD4 (below) 
requires the amenity and public 

All Habitats Sites This is a positive policy that seeks 
to promote the use of amenity and 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. Screened out  









 

New Local Plan Public | WSP 
Project No.: 70093878 | Our Ref No.: 001 November 2022 
The Royal Borough of Kingston Upon Thames Page 41 of 59 

Policy  Heading Summary of Policy Relevant Habitats sites 
within refined ZOI24 

Screening of Likely Significant 
Effects (LSE) In-Combination Screened in / out? 

assessed in sufficient detail at this 
stage.   

 

KH2 Affordable Housing 

Policy KH2 supports the delivery 
of new affordable housing which 
will be a tenure split of 50% on 
public sector owned land and 
35% on privately owned land, 
70% of these being low cost 
rented home and with enough 
bedrooms to support families. 

 

All Habitats Sites 

This is a development 
management policy and a 
framework to guide the affordable 
housing requirement in RBKT. 
There are no effect pathways 
present. 

 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KH3 Housing Size Mix 

Policies KH3 to KH7 ensure that 
the type and size of housing 
delivered will reflect the varying 
local needs of the residents in 
RBKT. The provision of an 
appropriate mix of different sized 
homes, specialist and supported 
living, build to rent, and the 
protection of gypsy and traveller 
sites will help to reduce 
inequalities with access to 
housing, particularly for those in 
the community that are most 
vulnerable. 

 

 

All Habitats Sites This is a development 
management policy and a 
framework to guide the housing 
size mix requirement in RBKT. 
There are no effect pathways 
present. 

 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KH4 Build to Rent Housing As above.  

All Habitats Sites This is a development 
management policy to guide RBKT 
on build to rent housing 
requirements. There are no effect 
pathways present. 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KH5 
Specialist and Supported Living 
Housing 

As above.  

All Habitats Sites This is a development 
management policy to guide RBKT 
when providing for specialist and 
supported living housing. There are 
no effect pathways present. 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KH6 
Shared Living Housing and Student 
Accommodation 

As above.  

All Habitats Sites This is a development 
management policy to guide RBKT 
on the shared living housing and 
student accommodation needs 
within the Borough. There are no 
effect pathways present. 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KH7 Gypsies and Travellers As above.  All Habitats Sites 
This is a development 
management policy to guide RBKT 
when providing for Gypsy and 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  
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Policy  Heading Summary of Policy Relevant Habitats sites 
within refined ZOI24 

Screening of Likely Significant 
Effects (LSE) In-Combination Screened in / out? 

NE5 Food Growing 

Policy KN5 focuses on the 
utilisation of land for urban 
agriculture. This provides 
communities with the opportunity 
to grow their own produce 
through community gardening 
spaces, improving food quality as 
well as community facilities and 
access to community gardens. 

All Habitats Sites 

A positive policy seeking to utilise 
agricultural land within the Borough 
for food growing and not 
development. No effect pathways 
present.  

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KN6 
Green Belt and Metropolitan Open 
Land 

Policy KN6 results in significant 
positive effects on IIA7 (efficient 
use of land) as it aims to 
preserve and enhance Green 
Belt and Metropolitan Open 
Land. This ensures that, where 
possible, green belt land remains 
undeveloped in favour of 
brownfield sites. 

All Habitats Sites 
A positive policy that seeks to 
protect greenbelt land. No effect 
pathways present.  

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

Transport and Connectivity  

KT1 
Strategic Approach to Transport 
*Strategic Policy* 

Strategic policy KT1 ensures the 
inclusion of sustainable transport 
modes, including active travel, 
within proposed developments.  
Policy KT1 also aims to make 
efficient use of land within 
transport developments, ensuring 
proposed developments are well 
located and connected to the 
wider Borough. 

All Habitats Sites  
This is a positive policy to drive 
significantly improved 
environmental conditions in the 
RBKT area, including air quality. 
An improvement in air quality 
through reductions in NOx 
concentrations will have a positive 
impact on levels of atmospheric 
pollution at Habitats sites. 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KT2 
Sustainable Travel and Healthy 
Streets 

Policy KT2 prioritises and 
encourages the use of public and 
active transport modes and 
discourage car use within the 
Borough. It includes the 
improvement of safety, 
particularly with regard to cyclists 
and cycle facilities. Policy KT2 
also includes that development 
should support the needs of 
future growth within the Borough.  

All Habitats Sites  This is a positive policy to drive 
significantly improved 
environmental conditions in the 
RBKT area, including air quality. 
This improvement in environmental 
quality is driven primarily by human 
health considerations, however, an 
improvement in air quality through 
reductions in NOx concentrations 
will have a positive impact on 
levels of atmospheric pollution at 
Habitats sites. 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  

KT3 Transport Infrastructure 

As Policy KT2, Policy KT3 
prioritises and encourages the 
use of public and active transport 
modes and supports the delivery 
of electric vehicle (EV) 
infrastructure.   

All Habitats Sites  This is a positive policy that 
promotes the use of public and 
active transport modes and also 
improved EV infrastructure. Such 
activities potentially can lead to air 
quality improvements through 

No LSE therefore no in-
combination effect. 

Screened out  
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Figures  

Figure 1 �± Allocated sites within the RBKT boundary 

Figure 2  - Habitats sites within 10km of the allocated sites 
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